
Temporary water storage for construction sites

Temporary water storage

Lessons learnt 

Merseyside IOSH branch 



Agenda

Introduction

HSE action 

Our response 

Progress and close out 

The procedure 



Introduction

On 29 July 15 an HSE inspector visited a site 

He served a Prohibition Notice and an Improvement Notice on the 
temporary water being used for washing and flushing. 



Temporary water storage IBC’s

The clean IBC’s looked like this 

Covered & shaded 



Review and consultation 

During the investigation we identified BS8551 “Provision and 
management of temporary water supplies and distribution networks (not 
including provisions for statutory emergencies) – Code of practice”

We consulted within the business, with our supply chain and with 
colleagues in industry

We engaged a Water Hygiene and Treatment specialist to assist with 
our review

Requirements of the Construction (Design and Management) 
regulations, schedule 2 to provide clean water for washing 



CDM schedule 2 

2.—(3) Washing facilities must include—
a supply of clean hot and cold, or warm, water (which must be 
running water so far as is reasonably practicable);

3.—(1) An adequate supply of wholesome drinking water must be 
provided or made available at readily accessible and suitable 
places.



Water bowsers
• Thicker gauge and opaque 

bowsers (IBC’s should not be used 

for storing water)

• Only the water supplier can 
recharge the bowsers

• Clarified sterilisation of tanks 

• 1 Chlorine dioxide tablet per 
1,000litres of water 

• Weekly change of water. 

• Quarterly change the bowser



Cabins 

Engaged with cabin supplier.

WRAS standard  

Sterilisation and pressure test

Plumbers qualified. 

Process for flushing and testing 



Testing and inspection

Free / available chlorine testing 

Turbidity inspection

Microbiological testing 



Summary

Apathy with water quality 
BS8551 recently amended 

Positives 
Good opportunity to engage with supply chain
Clearly been an opportunity to improve standards

Future actions 
We need to share with colleagues in industry 
Encourage other suppliers to meet the standard. 


